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Edtéortat 
Crows Terrorizing Tokyo 


Ing tep0t ofthe International Heed Titune 13, June 2001) 
90,200 tree loving ungle crow species of Tokyo ate net lust & 
hugance wh ob they ara Indian sites, but are proving a 
danger fo the 1uman population, "Methars gather up thei 
children whan the flocks roost overhead” hy cas tis 
happened? Wy nave theyheroness brazen ateivcrassigly 
Uunatreid of con‘acl wi stan snd boast? Midi Matcuda, an 
fvvthelngiat exp sinesshy“Thara = lace of cemnmuniestisn 
hore. Crows send many siarals. hen the salary man going 
to wore. er when amatrerwith a baby goos uni tat ith 
‘4 198), he crows give many cii2e 16 Bay: ploase leave our 
lng circle, The cty seople miss the sign. I's a protlem ‘er 
lhe Crus, They aro perotexsa ard sena “rere signale thet 
are ‘gnored. The only thing they can do is to be mers 
aggraisie’. 


An exerminator we hired by the cy governmert, ancin may 
Inst ye" 250 soste wore dismantled, sei indie proves 84: 
Dhioke sr 88 2999 Wore destioyed. The writer =-gues that 
the Irereasing cuantty of food now being thrown ince retus 
bins by the Japanese who haveloet their "famous ‘cat’ is 
the causa ofthe nonease in crow popu stion. 3 against the 
poaulatian of 30,000 tacay, there were only 7000 in Tokyo in 
1985. 

What should we de i+ nda exes from wast we ers aterctina 
todo nthe wey of aetergarcage managerrert? Destroying 
crows nest isthe answer, bul if we aypent exterinalors we 
wilhsve to prorde thers wit stael halinets and epprapnate 
finnou Loitstand Ce elas wi el flow = al ay 
trom te owner of he nest kut fo~ al !-eitnear end altar: 
relations. The communi feeling amorg crows and ther 
communisation network is extraordinary etcient 


Poisenous birds 
This \s anew decovory. A reaeacther from the University of 
Cricage in Yow G.inea le<ed a wound eascod by a soraten 
ey a fosded ofchui and his mouth grew “rurr end tingly’ 
He wandered wry. He sent feathers, skin and omer tissues t 
the National nt tute of Health Tay idendieg ane exacted 
apoisor anewhenthiswes injected inc mies “tho rico kaoles 
‘over’. The fest natieda ean be paicanaus lea navi sleosvory 
for ominalogists. 


‘The Birds of Kudremukh 
In their stile in she previsus leeue and concluded In the 
curent ane, Ameen h-rec ard Harish Bhat have given us 
sunisie of hee ural well of the Kudkervukh 9a, Amoon 
‘Armed is lergely "esponsibe es the respresentative of tho 
‘Wid la Aare Nature Cup al Turnkufrflingaa Public interest 
Litgaton against is stale of <e-ratake, the Sovarnarent o* 
Inca, anc the Kustrsmulh Iron ate Steal Co.Ltd forcentinuing 
var minicig aparaiane ir this acclagieaty fragile area. The 
Yell Bal anise leon aeiiler the Hig Court=t Kamala, 
for wrieh we havoto thank Adwooato Shi Ravivwrna Kumar 


Wate 
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who is wall known for having supported deserving 
environmental causes in the past (For example agains: the 
Tal Group of Cos. who wanted fo set up a fstel within he 
Nagerhole Natonal Park. The pen records thatktusremukh 
is the home of42 spacies of ranials, 169 spedes cf bircs, 
84 species of amphitians anc 54 repiles. As Peter Scott once 
said ‘tis their wore, too” and | hope this basis fact wil be 
-eptin mina anes tne rial decison s taken. 


Nagzira Study Project, 
‘aren Vasant Purandars has sent 2 copy of an impressive 
ptojest which invalves “S65 days in the hear ofthe fore 
In us covenng exp anatory letior ho says he wil bs leaking st 
lal facts of nae ana wil Keep metcucus records wir tie 


help ul his varnait He will be capluring varlous evens 
happoninain the Eanctuary all rcund te yea” Ile has occn 
pleted full aceporation by the Forest Department whioh is of 


urse essential. | think it ie trus te eay (and « rathar 
‘encoureging fat) “hat the Faves! Department is now much 
mare friendly to non-ofeials thar it was 2 few denzaas aga, 
40 years eco when | was in Nacz'e the Forester in cxarge 
‘was anvious t kl ele wid dogs beceuse aceciding tohm 
ley were responsible for the kiling of many tigers. Wy 
attempts to cissuads him wa(e not successful, eid fe was 
foverertion of bedies Ike WWF viich | rapiese 

sure Pursrdaie iil Ue riste welcome tran 1 

cvartrership wit the ForestDepanment wll probably oredune 
valuable tyyy'l, Thuse ulyuu wu Wl wekriue eure abet 
the project, oraselethim firanc'aly could writs tohin at 62 
A, Prashart Frardawane Gaenthan, Near Ravindre Mate 
Bridoe, Pune #17 9C1. 


Tamporing with Nature 


Inia provi isbue uke Nevestoler, wile deen g an 
cxperirant carried out on warblers l supgestad thar gore of 

nay Hk to ar tic views atoutthe deairabity oF 
sthenvise of -raroriag wth natural wat te. I repeedune sorro 
pftho laters which havecamein. Some nave sas righty that 
vithcutknow'rg all the ‘acts ofthis paniular cose they were 
unable to cive a saisfestory realy. iWnle on ths subject | 
‘ould lke Jo draw your tention to the artcl in tis issue 
about the asoistance providedto thenesting whistling cues 
by B. Narayan Deb al Rajbari. | look forward to mie news 
about subsecuent r0cds of mh sles and ther fate, 


ur raadore 


International Ornithological Congress 
I had the q0ed fortune of meetina Dz Mis. Dominique 
Homberger, the new Soorotary of the International 
Omitrelogical Comnitise when she visiled Bangare ast 
year. She is genuinely interested in encouraging 2rrithelocy 
inlnela and was anxious te ensure thata ezeable number of 
Incians ated the next Congress in Being in August 2002, 
lures beter of Sertember 231d, 2001, she wtes:1 hope that 
fy wl by able Iu widicaye Ine 29/6 TOG fn Ind, Dt so fe 
Nothing sororets hacemargadin hisdlreotn. In orde-foran 


IOC te be restos by india, it willke of paramnurt importance 
thatthe various ornitnclogical societies of India (ard, al all 
passibe. alse ary cther Sarin Asian omnithninqical societies, 
Sich as those of Nepa. Banslalesh, Pakistan and Sri Lana) 
orgenize themselves into an umbrella arganzzation, Cnly an 
urbiela organization would bo able to d’aw upon sufficient 
person-elend ina-ialrescurees tahostan [OC. Ths vreaion 
of such a1 umbrella organization wil require extensive etfsas 
of some forwarc-ooking anc corimilledl muwiduals who ean 
convince the wieily dispersed Indian sommurly of 
omtheicgstsans brsrvalsliatsvul Inet iced kr wullaboratn 
sndunty in purpoce! 


‘Another point ¢ral woud be mest important 1 view of a 
possible Inclan IO in zui4 would ee to convince as meniy 
oil weysis and Uru watchers as possib e te atend the IOC 
in Boling nest Auguat. The corgrees aarticiaante wc he. 
able 12692 for thermeolins what ievelvod inthe preperaton 
can IOC ancwoula alee he able to ratwor withinlosraions| 
sollaagues. Suen collegial nenwerks are very uselul for 
information and support in complex er‘ercrisos, such 2s 
organizing aninternat ena concress. | realize that ie eurrent 
limes sre noi the fest in tome of furging for international 
travels; however, | earnot ovatemphatize the ITporance of 
tending aa many IOCs as possible prior to Issuing an 
invtatioy te nostan IO? 


Tre presert is rot the best time to tink abcutin-srrational 
‘rave: but lo: us ho9s the: fhe atmosphere will eae iow 3 
uithaut getting any hotter. Many of our “saulers are naw 
rnin agiets of intematicnal sta~ding, anc some have ‘he 
‘nancial rescurees and the administrative ability to think of 
an ‘artivea orgentznden’ ofthe ke to whieh tas, HomBErger 
‘efers. Some ot you may wish to contact hey, for nspirazon 
ans asvice. ler ecdress : Gesretary, Ine iiaivital 
Omthelogioa Cammittaa, Profainer of Pcclogy, Depatrent 
‘of Bolegioal Sciences, 990 Life Scie~ces Buling, Louisiana 
Stata Univetsty, aon Rruiga, | A TOALT 9, Phone (225) 
578747, Email <zodhoms@ s1.s4h.> 


Themes Gay 
Readers mayremeriber some very well risen end enjoy’ 
arices by Thomas Gay. A memoerct he former Indi Civil 
‘ernie (ICS) also know” as the Indian Celestial Serves for 
‘ne power it anjayed, Tori was annoyed with ma ane for 
Iuavig ausressed later with the Suma ta (Hela) He died 
in Pune recertly atthe age 96, und ths son Hugh Waterfield 
‘whe came down for the funeral from Wales sentinel: 
Which idgaioe hin onaactional nforest In Brds end in the 
natural omiranment: | qucto Mt oar 88 rave ua rush 
physical work on aur 88 acre estate in Walas, thet | revit 
heeo quite fit, Lam 2 eompuleve plantas of trace (about 
{800-1000 per veat) and record birds for te RSPE & ETO. 
We now have detated records for abut eleven ysars, and 
91 bird gpezies in the list. An inerease ir open weter is 
mmy next fargot-to help wacers, af cours, but als fish 
and inverebates.” The Newsletter looks torwaid ‘a his 
conmbutiens. 
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‘Cerinvea trom ist s5u3.) 
Attar sightirg <n arange-headadt amine thnah (Panther 
Gitrina near a cava known as 'Pifpanjara’. Tearing Tiger's 
cave fn local lanouage, we coninued along the sasiow leat 
Covered forest path. We saw a 2eauitful Malabartrogon ad 
witnessed « strange behsviou of thisbird, whien Ameon wes 
fortunately abletc capture on his video camera. "he birc had 
‘a small white feather nis beak the same colcur as that of 's 
breast, which 2onsumed eis.rely. 19 us, The wason fo hs 
was a8 mySte70Ls es mre foresi Hselt. Walang 1o @ few 
minuias, we tached the edge of a tuber plantation, 
‘Continuing te walk for U minutos along the Bourdayy of the 
‘uber plantation that separsted the plantat on fom ths foroat, 
weiwere again n the forestand the pat> curved towards the 


Even tough the ume was Sest rine ard the weather quite 
sunny, we were uble I core ac-oss meny tieds, Treealls ef 

vob und ala whiny Ui asls (Mpiyptionnes 
hotsfeich) maladiously Dreke the otherwise silent walk at 
‘gular imarvale. Wo eauid eight a Loton's cunbird[estarnia 
lotenia) and an unidentiied vartlor and emidst the dense 
cerapy apa atcammanioras iAegithins thi). As we agan 
descended towards Nera stream, we carne across a lock of 
scariet mirivets. The brent yellow of the females baing 
followed by the iuorescent cranaeot themee, shone briahty 
inthe sun. We reaoned the Nerlya sitegm and to our south, 
‘on the otner Denk were big plantations mixed with foreated 
tracts. The area arourd Nerya village is tne st-ongholc cf the 
Hebbar forily, known as the Norija Hakbars. Together they 
own thousands of hectares of pltations and mest maortanty 
nuncreds ot acres ot prime forest. Irsir ascsions wii nave 
‘hg nyiclonibe aa tservailor ul bls seeds ul Tues, Along 
‘itn the foreste of Kemnstake Forest Deparment, these private 
forests forma cruoal Inkin thisnaraw sreton of the Westem 
hate 


We now nadto descend tne steep footnile toreach me towtsnd 
and mid-slevation evergreen forasis anc we had cress the 
sitll Manly valley utnd it walls duaugit pate rubber 
plantations of the Hebbar family, The bordar cf the opposite 
bank of Meriva stream le lined by tall coeanut trees, beyond 
wwhicharopadkly andefeainat plariationc. Amidat ha osconnt 
lreee, we could hear many hil myras (Gracula relsiosa 
Onsasionally tanles af tam wild hirano fight and land 
fon the Psepal trae at the edge of the stream. their typical 
wiisting calls reverberaling in the trenaull valey below. 
Unming4l of al this, 2 ew redverted buleuls (Pycnonots 
caaler| were leeding on lentana berles. We began ‘e cimo 
ahead. Along the urvmetalled track dividing the forests and 
plavtations, were the survey stones of MEPL. Climbing fora 
Jew mnuies, We caule enay a elacr vewat tha orest-cormes 


"AMEEN AHED, Wildife Anare Nature Club, Grouse Buldigs, Horpet Main Rozd, Tumkur 8/271 
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Birding in a Vanishing Forest 
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Western Ghat chain. To our east wars the tall hills of 
Poscikally betta. To ou seul, Ueriee reserve forests by which 
E derives its name, eurroundes the Amecivallu peak At = 
Parcuiar place Scside the path, 1-2 Nerlva stream forred 
smal, beau ful api, wich me selevied to satisfy our hunger 
before embarking on te cunishing trek ahead. We did so, 
watching lls carmorants, smallerimedian agrets (Foratte 
infantedis), pons herons (Arieofs yrayi) and asoltany large 
gre (arabe alts) el seeconng former cwn breaktast intne 
shan 


Aller breakfast, we trudged alone the path and just at the 
‘ootillof@ stese elevation on the siream bank, we could see 
mutt padding by common emigrant. common mermon and 
commen craw butterflies. Ta ortor the avorgrasn forests to 
ourronh, wehad to Walk east for 2 tan klomatarsalerig tte 
heryarutoe, estate track pacallol to Nera stream. 18 bird 
activity was not very exiting inthe robber partion, We came 
‘euiute ante sti (tiie Gadus) arnidati bbe ee 
‘A red sputoul (Geilgoerex spacizea), which was feeding e 
‘ha odgo of donee undargiouth af she overgrean feta: 
bordering the estate, rar bau into th jung # upon whi 
Us Onthe oskouttor se insects, alone ssar golden backed 
\woodpocker (Dinoaium bonghalonse) shuttiad betwean the 
rubber tress. As we approached a emall rubber-procesting 
factory within ths estate, Gun came across a hoki. which 
‘again flew into the forest towards the North We were not 
‘able tociaingulsh zte exact epezies efth’s homtil, The nex 
‘one kilometer walk wes uneventl. Ismail sad i was 10 
possiole to clmb the peaks ehead ane al the same time ge: 
hark ta our base cama by dusk We needed h's words anc 
lumed back, 


Descending dovin the slope to whete we hadour breabfastin 
tha morning, we agread unanimausly to beat the haat by 
having a swim in the arysial clear waters, A refreshing bath 
folowing 2 hard ek made us devour every marselin Uie kal 
packed lunch, in the shade. while our clothes dried 07 tre 
boulders of the riverbank. Aswe nad ta reach Guruvanakere 
town earty tom wnars Wwe nad to cate our bus back 
Bangalore, we decided to walk at a brisk pace. Getting back 
along ie sticamy, 2 Could see 2 une unideriliies sanepipar, 
2 sth billed ingle (Pola yuvsie vevero), ald a LUE 
fle sormoraria, Also, the calls ofhillmynas cou be hears 
‘onthe sams trees bordering tho pect ld an the othe: bane 
Reacting Nexiya by 439 pm wa found thatthe vehielo that 
Was sifpnaes to take 1s hare to Cinivayanakere, had n 

‘one. Tha vw (ror the ullaqe was fascinating, with the 
ran of Wastom Ghats sunning Ikea wall ‘tam north to sous 
‘The sefing sun reralded our egproaching jeep andwe “ithe 
road panaeing for havlang ths spectacular stretch of county 
cud withstand the onslaught of deveispment 
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“The Sening: 1 ive wlth the bigl-walled pretsises of a four 
‘sere compound in Ablayapuri, Bongsigaon district, West 
‘Agsam, ic two ridge-toefed “Assam-type” houses. The 
sremises ara quiat andhave many old e2s and bushes nt 
aitrecting Dulbul, magpie rolin, myna, barbst, weodpackar. 
Sunbird *hrueh, babbler and 80 on and a few smell animals 
Such as rrentar lizard, snales, mangonse and ecsasional 
vot. Gve: one of my houses a Sandwich Island Creeper 
rapes Tucn of he reef providing colour end -ospita from the 
sun. In te rainy seasen it a commen sight to see pairs of 
lease whistlirg toalfly overhead circle about and heac-of to 
estwherever they 30 beyond the town. 

‘The Vist in May-and, one pair of tea’s cid aothead off but 
‘checked out the eresper-coverod roof ae « possibienest-st, 
“They marie wewaral href lancings averdays. They seemed to 
ave lied tha place and checked us out too. watchrna our 
rrovements and resstions. Thay soemed finaly tc have setied 
‘down to nact. We could not make out from below vihen the 
laying tadinshed andthe incubation begun. We noticed at 
cften both birds weu'd land and aftora few minuiss ane of 
thom would fy ef. was more usual 1 find just one bird at 
the est sil, Long hours were rever spent in the nest 


(Ona dntcy 28 June 01 after 9 am. about 2 month ler 
‘hres tin black hatchings, polke-cotted wilh largo biobs of 
walla en thelr backs fll 0.{ of the ‘oo! and landed setely on 
the lawn below. A iow mnu'es later ve more came down, 
Ouriret concarnws thelt safety. So we ploked thelot up anc 
putthem In 2 Bucket of water ‘cr tha Le being The mother 
\was or tho lawn when 17a collacted the second lot of ve. 
‘She made a great display of agltetion and fury as sie heli 
spreacihe wings continuously shaking them, hat-openedet 
‘mouth and kept ching her ground quveingallthetime. Sie 
was too fnghiened \o apzroacn us as we went pick up hat 
brood. In fact che went eff a distance siretched cut 2 wing 
npratended te be inured andlamc as lspwings areknown 
{Sale lute prowlare away trom harnest The eignthatchings 
‘were putin a makesift circular cement pond about 3 fee 
‘across Elghtinches of water arc an island of stacked bricks 
br parch en mada in the nursery. Once they hac besnseties 
in the moter came up tothe pond wall consianily nalfng out 
‘a tne brcod and gelling a chorus of chirps in response. tt 
never oocutred io her io dime in or perch on the nursery wal 
to get look She sitver sat nearby or circled fhe pond wal 
caling, Leterahe fle off Hor matehiad aico descended once 
or twice cn the lawn and crdse the cond with her But dt 
Stay too long, There seem to b= ro sperial features 10 
fistnguish male ard fomale but lator! thought | noticad that 
‘one of them had a mere pronounced *cap” on the head. But 
nip just. The hatehiings 2ocarme quite noisy vherever they 
fealised iy pareinss wun about Otherwise they quietly 
‘rolckad n the water oF snaozed on the perch and leukod 
quite conten. 


Encounter with Whistling Teals 
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By ently afternson ona satehling had managed to jump the 
fhussey wall twas seen roaming tho gardan with both parents. 
‘Since We were very worned abp.tfeed we lathe lot out. The 
‘mother called cut and drew the lat o her. Then they trooped 
offto anether pert of the garden stung our ina Tne making 
Sich a prety sight of sight black aolka-dotes duckings 
bobbing along chiroil, 


By mid-sttomoon the methar and brcod were sesn huddled 
toge:ter and e mongoose ir hol pursuit. Lvaas in tme to shoo 
off the beast but raticas that thare were now five hetehlings 
tony. When auaning drew cer wn collected hie lot and 2ul 
therm back inthe nursery for the right and coveted the too. 
Two mor hatchlings fell out ofthe roof inthe evening reising 
the nurnbert9 7 


‘Day 2.20.June 01, Early moming, when the parents wordeoen 
inthe premicse, west the let out. Meanwhile we had encoses 
stout 4000 square feet of tho garton wih old ool sheets io 
Take it mengonse proct and even put in two large basins for 
cols, The duck family reved about when no one was around 
‘or chose ta take cover ina comer near the small roc garden 
by the wall where was shadier and better covered. By 
evening, since the mother wes with them In their favoured 
‘pl bythe rock-gardan we lat them there forthe night 

ay 4. 60 cane Ot When we chacied eay in the meming 
saraund 8 a.m. the hatchings were cuddlee ard ridden deep 
under the thick faliage and ro paronis. The count «evoaled 
‘wo missing. We found ane body but there seemed to be 
nie trace of the cther one, No irjury mers were found on 
the body. Our antlety about focd 10-doubled. Were these 
‘servation dealhe? Where were the parents? Had they 
azandoned the brcod? tt was only leterin the allerroon that 
teloferrves, {saw both parents facing the treed andicweting 
thalr ong necks te ground level end regurclatiig on he open 
‘grasslase pair. It was a rolict. The brood were seen busy 
feacing rom the groun. Thee wean't much to cat because 
Insets thay were back Faling ak parante, Ne feoding 
‘Was noticed earlier, Through ost ofthe day the family wero 
‘seen tramping along the edge of the enclosure looking for a 
way ou. This was spacially so whan the male artived 
According 1 vllage lore after the hetchlings are renriy the 
tmale fics up abave the family to direct them to the river or 
lave ang algo te warn them 0 danger on ‘he ground. k wes 
‘2a3y to bolove this Because thie & whl this male Beemad10 
be doing all ths tims, The mais secmed single-minded ints 
Job of leading the family to some water body and was once 
SuDseSstul mn persuading the “ome! 10 the oMner side of ne 
fencleeure, But the end result wes that the male was a litio 
way aheadand away urging the moter to follow the mother 
was by the enclosure wal but on the wrong side ard the 
hatchlings were behind the cnsleoure tyre thoi teat 0 cot 
oth rather who sae calling out “seasick, seasick” (Salm 
[Ai)to them, Vines | erved. che moter gave a special soft 
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that ma flesh silenced the chirpngaand cot the group to 
tail and huddle undera buch. Tre husdla could be stake 
fora large black spotted creature fram a distance - a defanca 
strategy. This was ropocted leter If the hatehlings had 
‘managed toget out they would surely have fallen prey fo some 
pradafor This porto! the nelosure didnel have root 

bbut chicken mesh above a low passage plinth. Once ea 
‘aug the mises, tion Lies inside Dow enor, arin 
Lup and tying “e craw up the netting 0 gst across, This was a 
climbing demonstration the breod | thought, boon 
Wantedta, tha masher 12d enlyto fly over wae cute amazed, 
By evenhg zhe stalemate utime'ely broke when the mot 
finally low off and the hatchlings setiad ina carter, hucdlod 
Up. and soon fast asleep. They must have been very ted 
with all she trekking through the day. With’ne parents i 
attendance and right faling fest we put the lot beck in the 


Day 4 Jolyot, Bary mamning, eftar tho nate ings were put 
ou. vie saw them with both parents busy feading amongst 
the feller qeasses The pens just looked or bul were on 
alert, Set~eading had started, twas a great relat. Ine parents 
‘weuld tae them along and siop by. wren the lot woul fall 
amongstthe grassos picking off what could be insects tas 
lise they were being taken outto "graze". was also the frst 
‘day thal hoy usu the wo pos. he parole a pater! wal 
stop by and they would Jump in and enjoy the pool The 
preview diay no use wae maui othe pools In beeen, whe 
\lstng, the méla would fy up, pateh on the high compat 
well and urge the mether tocomaup tos, Poct mother Inoked 
quite corfusec and valkedup anc down along the wall be-ow 
Inyain wth hetchings following. Gnehatch ing succumoed to 
‘the exhaustion that a‘temoon. Itwas the weas-oom eno or 
‘the one tramplec upon by the motrerea‘ley wie hac suffered 
soneinjury Was the trampinga delberateauling acl? These 
were four “atehings now. They could fead by oicking of from 
fhe graktesand warealen chserved nan ngiheir ile marcon- 
tinged beaks along the bottom cf a srallew drain as ducks 
are wont ts do. 


(On the same day in rid-atte-m00n, there was a senseticnal 
bbediavinutal oeinige. The chelings wate na Linger followin 
their parents arouns. They seemed tp have thair own agenda 
land wetld =: amongst the grasses to feed or rake to the 
‘pools ils the parents or parent had todo the folowing! This 
Ghected ine enormously anc: my opes soared the Ihe final 
lotaffour would unive, gfow. and leave of thelr ovm in cue 
lien 


Dey $1 July UL The duckings had spent ancther night wit 
the mather and cgain in the ‘roming there "as ro parent. 
Four were counted. They were astrratverlate, ove" an hour 
aller daybreak. Wislo no one was abou! the promsos or 
about half a+ heur disaster struck, All faur were found 
Iufderes, neakks crusted ani blsuuiy, seaucred abeut die 
garden comer. Death seeried quick and unressy. Later the 
‘murderer showed himself whe> unsuspectingy teams out of 
the oushas to collects Al. twas a young adult mongoose: 
small ehougi lo aques7a pst anal gaa bluse roolshwe 
and 2 post and large encugh to do the damage, We never 


‘saw th parents again. Did they visit at all? Dia they aveady 
know? 


Zauly O1. Mescwhile enother pair has taxen occupancy of 
‘he rootiog In the sldnaet? tie dificult aay sragh icons 
tobe so. The sof pli-pk-pik call that emanates when itis 
siting, more rapidly aftera whie asifina cwscsndo, may oe 
acrompanyng the laying. For the last four or five Says 00 
ush sallhas been hesre whenthe bidssit. Incubation porind 
begun? The pair ware fist sighted on the rooftop on 9 uly. 


‘Second Brood 


{hace waitfor devicomants tera bela gall-y harks you 

second pri of lesser whisting teal took unduly leng to 
h the'reliish of eags. Going by aur cbse-vations from @ 
distance we osimatec ine arival of the hat:hings around 
rmis-August which means e month's incubation, The new cluion 
hatched on 231d Augist instead, Curestmate ray havobeon 
off by a week. Or was some adjustment made by the realiog 
gubsis because of ie long, “ly, non-monsoan weatrer 
considerngthefamily needtiowing waters make itto alarge 
‘weler body” It so happens the Monsoon in the NE became 
alve again from the 1 August and the lawne wore fleodoa 
and flowing water became avaliable. You pathaps know that 
and July was exceptionaly ha, | assure yeu 


liar hale“tness came down she root ercune 12:80 pr. on 23 
August. The paren:s were in atordance. Botta: peopel this 
line, ne quekly ga, be oursety lark cleared and ready and 
‘rantferead all -he hatchlings fil the garderers had secured 
the place. Then the hatchlings were released arc! the family 
came togatter. One of fe hsties rad fallen badly from te 
oof end ned injured its eg. Ithad a distinct imp and soon 
leenping up wits the rt neeame impacsibie fork heranedte 
stray off and wandar about. 4 tny dose of arnu stand Ar 

50x globuleinsertec in is auth workes wonders as its ima 
beazr to diesppesrsiter about 18 minutes, and ar haut oro 
lator ¢ could keap up with the group. By the and of the day 
‘ono could na: tell whion had heen the lame duckling! A faw/of 
the other birds the cotrpaund sean es Fe i rte 

In the lonsty and lst hatchling, One female magrle-rabincame 
quite close by, intigued by the 2aby clurp, and partis by 
the blacs and whte csloure ofits own tba. Apalt ef spond 
dloves also tem clove Uy he obupiy Lay sul persue on 
Daring all this tims the parerts seamed not to care about 
kosping the entre brood ‘agethor. “Kee up ar keep out™ 
Seamed to be their attitude, Ov is it just that they caus not 


‘There were many surprises for us observers this ime. We 
noticed thatthis pei oked aigry smaller. First ime parents? 
Also the mother thok etter rare hecause unlite the last one, 
she avived atthe zracs of daw and spent he entire day vith 
the dating, nover flying off til ey wore three cays ald, and 
that tog fo” a shor whi. (The fist mother dict S10 up Ti 
fan haut of £0 efter day break and tre brocd was somatimes 
lef unattondad in th daytime.) Wa discovered the ale vas 
in attendance once, when the mother was away, from its 
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behaviour As absorae in the Fist Instance “a male showed 
the same single-minded zeal to lead the femlly away to a 
‘water body Thisone’s nor-s:op araings hed persuaded some 
‘of the Patenlings to silp through under the rcof sheets, Four 
had maneged that but the cfrers had given up, When we 
vert to collect the escapees to return them to the saisty of 
the enclosure, this parent aid not esplay the “ypical fint of 
beirg wounded, of cesping ow, quivenng, openingits mouth 
and looking tertibly anx ous and agitatea as the femele. 
Insta this en ht te Stans Lvuhed cniilly ie lw 
off! 


‘Tis palrwas also much shyt and sould Keep to the comer 
of the garden if we sat ourin the verandah o-wert absut our 
ushers. Ws were sompellod to stay indoore for mactcf tho 
tire, This encouraged :he family to erierge anc walk abcut, 
‘except they used only aboul fal tia encosed spare unlke 
the Jast farily. However the mothar was smarter and 
‘iseovered tna get ta ner orocd when they were nsiaa the 
nursery lurk meartperching on the rm. tdi that and even 
centered the tenkc We warched from the verardah, Butit flaw 
off Lecause being Inside ‘ne tark blocked her view, and our 
\olons and cregenca dsturbed har 


‘The hatchiings too were different et least In one way. Self- 

jing hed startedon Day 8 rater than Day ¢ as the frst 
Instance, This ime Icould absene che selFfoeaing event vary 
osaly, The fat had cons Lelow my diassing roam window 
‘Wit my cinoaulare Tend make cut that W wasn’ ingests 


they wera picking off the grasses but that they were nitoling 
off tho cdgos of the grasses and the leaves of some small 
plants 

Qn Day 4 in the aftomoon, the haichinas got to use the 
"sulrming soci". Around 39 p.m. when Ilocked cut of the 
bathroom window to locata the famiy | dissoverec an adult 
mongoose cn the lawas anc tiemother dutin the apes lonking 
alarmed. It was too late. No found the budies soatered about 
the place, under the bushes here and there, four wit heads 
simasied, one with nohead and, strange, twowih no vibe 
injuries. One hatchling was found in a state of near- collapse 
fleating n the lags ‘Seimming pool tried to reve itvith 
‘Amica butit ved nother sour ar 0 endd edn my leo. hed 
noinjury marks. The parents flew overhead ance cf twice aid 
came agalathe next moinirg or the “oat forthe last ‘ime 


‘The nastingseeson swell righ ove. Flocks of lesser whiting 
teal have Baan seen in the skies. An ozossional pair is sil 
vieble. Thank heaven the seascn is over. Well take up the 
shallenge next year. 

‘Tucsizy.8Scpiambsr0_ A18-20.2 ma palrof lesser whistling 
‘al ssen on the roof ard the familie- Soft pik-pilep soure 
‘rat ssems fo eccompany syirg is heard all over agai! 
Urgent Intormaticn eculres: Cen morgoesec im reas? Haw 


aigh can a mongousejump ty eer a barier? How dep canit 
‘ig to get trough a barra? 
fa 


woke t t2 cal ofthe brown tah ovl aroun 
(0590 hrs. It was a single desp-noted “boom 
and sounded vary close. | scmly opined i= 
‘Scar and tiped In fhe semi-datkness in te 
chilness of the late November momine. For 
sometime I could nor see anything ane waites tor the tid to 
call again to locate it The biré was silen’. | scanned he 
ppossibis porches where tha bird migat be lsested ard there it 
‘was, just 89 mn. vay on te fled rcofof my neightour's ous. 
Tcculd meke out the feint outline ofthe bird agzins: tha e<y 
‘Soon twas o° its wing, ster olin away to ancther atlon, 
‘iol ‘oo far away. | vas thrilled atthe welcom | received as | 
{gol back alter @ “ve-week long sbserce Fam the valley 


Winters perhaps the best time to watch birds in Bish Vale, 
1a the weather is very pleasant anc thers are plenty of 
‘migrants epavt from the usual resident spactes around. This 
‘winter proved exceptionaly good. Most of tho migrants tac 
Stayed aiisiny © Piste Valoy for ti Saplomnbos By mc 
Gotober whos Loftthe valley. | had recorded most of then, 
‘The grey waatailwes amons the frst © arive on September 
6° followed by the greanish leaf warbler and foreet wagiailon 
46", The latter appears to ba 2 aassage migrant eaen here 
bothinautmaand spring. pita was heard cnshe afermacn 
cf 23% and the ‘olloving day, I noticed a couple of lesser 
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whitetroste, Next 19 arve waro tha halreracted ind arcy 
<drongos, saent on 7% and aM Cotoner respective’. Though | 
had seona female paracise flycatcner as ely as 6 Auguct, 
itwas only on 9° October that the first mals vas ses The 
Text Faw days credused more migrents — bue rock thrush 
(10%, redoreastac fyceicher (134), bluetlyoaley liyeatsher 
(149) an kestro! and namrier sp. (15m), ‘ter this Imyselt hed 
moved aivay toretum in the last week of November. 


‘Tho blishoardes bee-sater wasthe star attraction inthe valley 
this wntes 4 single bd was noticed 911 geverel ozeas'ons in 
thomonth o‘Gecember-January The Frstvas on tha.aemocn 
of 2 Decemberatine Big Banyan tee. Tre lasitime Incticed 
itvasonthe4® January. Apsrt Kom it oeing «row bicdin the 
rosion, the neareatlinawn locality being atleast 209 km te the 
south in the Shevaroy cls, northera Tamil Nada, it ms the 
201" bird spacies in the Rishi Vallay shec4lst. We got some 
lovely viows of ho bind and also aot :e heer ts cals 


Two other uncommon bids turned up in geod numbers this 
winter The Indian tree pibit was sae" In locks of up to e'ght 
birés. Thouch reccrded earler in the campus, it was for the 
firsttime lwas seang them hara. They ware litle shy andit 
was only after several atemsta |cauldidently thers. The cals 
‘were thin, pleasant psu’. Ollve brown upperparts, couble wing 


% 
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tar, bold streaks on throa’ and breast, prominart superailurn 
andthe black patch behind the eye were tre field rarks used 
in identifying the species. 


‘The other uncommon birdthet tuned up in real good numbers 
was the common rosetinch, Seen frst on the 10" December 
fn the (der fren on the surg plats (cally called hornet 
‘here were atleast 6O bcs feeding on the ripening eeade. But 
it wae on the 34 January that we really had a surpise. Thad 
taken Ere and Clvis Lott cut on a dire wal< towards the 
parcoltioa lank thal was bone ery since there was atlluro of 
‘the monsoon in cur area for m9 consecutive seasons. Adjacent 
to the dry tankbed wasthe sugarcane feldwith danse matured 
crop. Itwas nearing dusk when we neticed vast numbers of 
rosefinches and e few munies that kent moving around inthe 
sugarcane feds. They appearadrestloss andwerein constant 
motion. On hearnga tractor engnenose the wholeflock took 
cf isting and wheeling about the ar aganstthc bankeroo 
cf abrilient sunset sefore gradually descending back intothe 
fielés and setling inthe sugareane plants twas only then we 
ware able to meke @ rough count of ther rumbers ~ some 
£2000 2500 birds in alll The birds were seen the next dey by 
‘some of the othar ticwaichers in the campus anc after that 
tha hirds wars co langar seen In aah laige ruimbers as the 
sugarcane was harvestac 


Yet null naily for he caunuss was the bloulwoadeel (wok 
thrush, a briliant mala specimen that tumed up next to 
Mr. Rangaswami’s house. It was scen perched on branches 
almedum heights and would refly deseand to >a ground to 
tex up seme insect pray and than fly hack. The white patoh 
‘on is wing was conspioucus even in the snade othe canopy. 
‘The bird was seen an the 2 and 3° January. Parhaps it was 
{round fora jonger period but since I nad made several rips 
‘utof he campus cver the nast:wo months | ceulé net see 
‘again, [had wat sean the bid a the Horsey ls in Fatuary 
2000 and at the Trurrata hls in Dacemter 1997. There are 


‘Very Tow wales ours of tis species In Andhra Pradesh 
including one from the Horsley hls 2 few years ago 


On 14% January, there was a shaheen Ialeon on the Bg 
Banyan tres. It was just etter surcise and the early moming 
‘sunrays were lighting up the bird. The falcon was using the 
‘tee xs a lookout perch and making snort forays fy eearse of 
psy. The unde: pars wore los ed aiid presumably it wes, 
juverile bird, Though recorded earlier inthe valley, hie wes 
the best ard the closest view | evor had of the bird 30 lar, A 
booted hawk-2agle In light colour phase was the next 
interesting brcin hhevaey This birdie carta nly nt comman, 
in these parts unike in Medres where it ia regular winter 
Visitor athe Guindy Paik and other wosded ares. 


‘This wirtorbreughtus severl paradise fycstchers, especialy 
the lovely male specimens with ther leng streamers. Even 
‘on-tirdweichers and casual visitors to the valley saw them. 
Their presence generaied more inlarest n birés amongst 
the residents of Rishi Valley. had @ lovely male coming to 
{he tamarind teen front of my house and flaunt is plumage 
toall these who passed y. later found that the bird carne a 
hawk insects (mosquitces) emeigirg from the septic tank 
‘outlet next othe ree. It would periorm aerchaicsin catching 
‘herand the tal teatners would sway and swing gracefuly in 
the air, Later it would quietly perch on a branch with the 
plage ecrasing against me dark vee wunk, Se regular 
‘was ft that my hwo sons (aged five and thvec) got used lo ss 
routine and would alert me about its aval. One morning | 
‘wae eurprised to seca omale flycatcher hovering above my 
door to isk Up an insect! It ten perches on the tamarind 
branch just a mate or so away. | called the kids to have a 
‘good lock at it. Trey commented on its colouration and lack 
ofthe long tall ethers anddwanted my assurance that twee. 
‘ot a bulbs. Iwas only when produced the Bock ef Indian 
Brds were they extisfied that it mas the fomale of tha iong- 
tale irc they hed bean seeing, a 


‘rove of all forme of He. Their crystal clear wevers, coring 
alive wth fie arrvalof exubecantwaterlowand the magriicert 
pink and white lifes dancing tothe tune ofthe swaying breeze, 
ate indeed a sight to behold, The lly troters/ jacanas craw 
awe as they fiteround aracioushy, on the wide-oper leaves of 
‘he loivsflies. The strikingly beautful ducks n hues of green, 
white, lua and brown, dabbling amidst the vast expanse of 
bubbling Ife promise t remain etched in memory fora long 
‘ime to come 


Goa, apicutesque sate along the wost coast finda, boasts 
of rumorous sun Freshwater lakes wien prove retugo to 
tmytiads f resident and migiart watfowl. These lakes alsa 


Freshwater Lakes in Goa Buckling Under the Pressure 


of Salvinia Weed Menace 
of Zoslogy, Goa University, Goa 403 206, nla 


cam substantial revenue for ther respective village commune, 
‘through the sale of fsh naturally grown in thern. An atcant 
cffortis also underway to oromote ecotourism in these lakes. 
One suc uniquely marvellous lake is the Cerambaim lake 
(73° 591N, 15° 30'E), mn he Tiswadi taluka of north Goa, ata 
distance of 124ms from Panjim, the capita city cf the state 
“The lake has 2 oral araa o! 7a. of which the cantral tha 
are wateriaden with a maximum depth of 275m atthe silos 
gate point a its scuthern ard. A recently construcied Konken 
Railway station overlooks the lake from tie western sido. 
‘Annually, the Caramboli leko's pationised by thoucannds of 
ucts, which include long distant migrents like pintals, 
shovallers and garganeys a5 well as local migrants, ike lesser 
walsting teals and cotten teals. The ake is aloo vised by a 


Nowslorer tr sirawatchers 


Hs 


large number ofccots. The Asian Midwinter Waterfow! Census 
(AWC) and personal observations by the authors, sake the 
average numbers of aintal ducks visfing the ake anruaily at 
‘round 6060. Rasides, the lakes alsa occasionally visitad by 
NNocks 9 larger rcs IME svt bs, glossy ois and writenesked 
stork, Resident waterfowl Ike purple moothen, Indian 
mncothen, bionawingedjacena, pheasartteiljacena ancl 
ogrsteanalee be eighlodwity sage in holake envions (Walia 
and Svaribhag 1993) 


‘The vegetation of Carambolin lke compaives u! an rival 
woven fabiic of fipusila verticellaca and Oryra ruiipozer, 
intermittently cmbraidorod withwhito ila ot Nimphoa inion 
and Nimphoides cristata This vegetative ensemble orovides 
Idral eninge niches a8 well an the requisite fond materiel 
to many of he waterbirés. Fuster, the planktons ertanaled 
‘amongst he vegetation ere also made readily cvatabio tothe 
plantivorcus waterbirds. Our study thus far showed thet, til 
January 20¢0, none of the plants wore in a propartion Igo 
‘enough 1oursétthe natural equilbrum of helake, hile wees. 
like Eichornia ang Salvinia were torally absent. Athough other 
mojer welerbosies inthe country neluding he lr lake 
Punjao (Ladhay, af. a) and tha Nanchurmadhumashwar 
reserwnir in Nashit ware completly enguited by Fichemia! 
water hyacinth, such a phenomaran was unbeatd of in ine 
siaie. [twas only inMarch 2000 that smal petches of Salina, 
an exotic weed were observed in tio Morcos Lake, about 
2kms, from Panjim. Nevertheless, this lake, not 9eing a 
{ayourte haunt of migraing waterbics, wiht a maximum cf 
only S00 coon tea's and 120 gargane}s cbserved mnere In 
March 2000, went urnotced. Sadly, at presant the lake hes 
boon converted Into a ingle grcen blanket of Salvinia, 
absolutely devoid of waterbirds oxcoptforthe stray pond heron. 
The protein sich effluent entering the lake from the 
neishbouring abattor, probably helps the oopulation of the 
weed by leeps and oounds thereay pushing the ecslogy of 
the lake ten iredsemaole pont. 


‘The Paramibalim alent hes net neem anaactat the reat 
Salvia ngad onslaug't. In May 2030. the lace vegatation 
appearec perfectly tranquil with wild addy, Oryza ntfpagen 
‘continuing to be the most dorrinan: vegeistion Only avery 
‘careful observation reverled a smal patch 0! Salvinia towards 
Ihe contre of the laxs. However, m the same year, duri"g 
Spleen nbs 202% of ne hee sures ns vere iy 
lusuriantmat of Selvinia. This coincided with ‘he onset ef Bird 
imigention to the Inks. Ay November 2000, Ealvinin had 
cexiendedits ams fo embrace ancut 609 of helaie's surace, 
therati foreing thehanless birds tobe content wth only about 
40% of the lake ares whicr was available as open water 
Prosenty, the lake has been rediced to a single extensive 
‘carpet 0 monotonous gisen with barely a few oven spaces 
Jeftio suctaln pants ke "yall, wileh aa vial forthe survival 
of the weterfow! in the lake. The sparaing white Nymphea 


fed Nyabuies, ane alicia i Ue lke Lave toe es 
restricted 10 meagre pockets in the farthest niches of tre 
walusbody. This hie nxlvoran\yaTeoted ta tied popuation of 


the lave, esnacially that of the resents | ately, to the iter 
dismay ofbidlovels, heweednas ertered the Santa Mnica 


ake a ake within the oremises of Syngenta linda Lid, inthe 
dose veinity of te Caramaclen laxe, which hes foriong been 
2 haven for larger birds. 


‘Although the genesis of the weed manace in the state ie 
nclea’, the fact remains that within the state, the birds 
themselves may havc ariec the weed or part thevect, from 
an nfectee waletbosy 9 an uninfected one urmaliciously. AS 
lar as the Carambcin lake yooe, Vieweedmigithave entered 
the lake from tnesttdy ponds of nene ghoouring agrteumural 
research station, where research is know to be carred out 
fon so wood. The high organio matter precont in the ke, 
right soil goneratostby the floating zopulaton and te nuttient 
Nich surface runott, ecllectively must have provides the 
rouristment required for the prclfe arowsh and propaailion 
of ho weod thorcin. The mensoca wast dann of the discards 
food tems anc their empty packaging duped along the 
western oatiphery othe lake could be yet arother facta 
Taciiteding ne luxurant grown ct the weed in he lke. 


‘Thus, as the weed concinues te infiltrate the birs rich virgin 
freshwater aedies ofthe state, the baffing questor renans, 
"es Salunis here to slay?" The evswer b assertive 'yes’. Such 
2 dy is ol very fet, when all tie lakes of she state willbe 
converted into a single mass cf Salvin i we do not act 
cpecdly cnough to oradicate the weed faster thaa its 
Propagation. The ervironment-conssious youth of the slate 
have already inflated a mammoth drive to manually id the 
Carambolin lake cfits incubus. However, Ihetoi of nore than 
22 monty has brought Ile spire tote lace. Considering the 
ammothtask aead ancwih 2 lack of sovernmient suppot 
andadvanced gadgetry, thou dream scoms puta star in tne 
sistant hovizen 


Only a mutipronged spproach can help combat the ‘Salvia, 
cris. On onehard hapresent sors ef velurtee-s ane NGOs 
ne@d be augmented dirough the funding, snenpower ane the 
moder heavy duty machinery. Secondly @ constant vigh on 
the other hiherto noninfected wate-todes is needed 
‘soponialy uring migratory season, to aight any cary signa of 
the weed, go that It can ke nipped in the bud, Taidly, 
meticulously planned scientiic cftors ncad be charncliace 
tp see the possibiitzs of ul isation ofthe enarmo.is aiomass, 
thus generated effortlessly through the uncontrolled. 
propagation ofthe weed. 
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‘This is in ragnanse ta tha question of tically 6 
bird sneees by humer action (NLEW Vel. a1 No, 
i2) | at not sure whether | would agree to clact 
of an apparerily ircapabie species to nests 
suocesstul ones. The pointing cuestion is wy are Pi 
subllavaless successful {than} Clstcole junctdis? Iwould 
tke 10 ask wero this experiment was caried oul, Surely 
the resus trom one nesteach at me we spseiss can natal 
Be accepted as candua've, Actually the Piinis i qustion 
and the clstico a though nesting in the “Same Area’ would 
20 using aillorans wiluationa for noating, Might fz not be 
thet the optimum eeclagical conditions for Prinia subfiava 
late missing thereby the nesta ware mote expnsen? My 
impression s tratthe Prinia urder cussticn is abird ofall 
grasses, sugarcane and millets as well as reeds. while 
dlstleoia inhabits shorter grass. The ‘crmer habitat is under 
‘rsater pressure anc largely obliterated, go the posable 
reason being that the Prinia were nestng in substandard 
vegetation w thnostsmore oxposed and food suppl 3s ane 
ther needed. 80 what mey, wey should extra pressures 

‘brought on to me clsitcola” alt tira species are teaing 


Intervention in Nature 
KS LAVKUMIAR and Pret, H. DANIEL WE: 


avern stvansand cartainly terterence of tig sortie nat 
sevisable. 

(The est of he ance which deats wit assistance t bres 
‘geoeral willbe noted in a later lose, Ed!) 

KS. Lawunar 

1585, Vasturimen, Ganahinagar Gujarat 282 002 


‘The nforretion ithe Edtorial is that prinia subfava was teing 
excessively predated upon. In the: ease controling te 
predaly” isthe choige. Why should onc co itt all? Aone 
stage tre predator may have to be taken care of by man, 
Endangered spuues ave ofisn being tacon caro of by man 
Syeviel vate is teker! shat ie says, 182" the YOUNG, ara 
wher grown release them into the envimnment Bul we 

Feppone tether inthe rotural omciranment la what atta, 
‘They may o- may natespe vith theconditons prevailing there 
“The dee ra 0 know the eeteen -mapansitin faethe reematinn’ 
increase of a pepulat en of any owanisin in {ie naturel 
emiranmertiswelcome. Butmar tryngto substitute hinse: 

inthe pesition cf natural forces 1 to say thie leas! lusiorous, 

Prof, H. Daniel Westey 

126, aminganager South, Pn: 620 817. a 


‘This has reference to theEitcral "Experiment with Warblers’ 
(Issue 4, Yol. 41. vuly -Aug 2001). The editor Fas sskse the 
Dirawatcners (9 send thelr views aoout an Imeresing 
experiment waeren the nestings of Indian wran warblers 
wore rarsferrod te the fantail warbler's nest 


| had the rare harour of imeracting with Dr. Marien Stamp 
Diawkts of Oxford. UK, who was In Bancalere for two wesks 
in August 1999, ater the 261 Ilr alu! EMoloyical 
Confersrec, in hor expacky as the Secretary Gorora =f tho 
Iterations ef Eiholsgiete, She had “anuested us to 
facie Soap: aces ca gira eo tp 
forests and shorter bircwatching trips around Banzalore. 
During these outings she delved a! lengh into the rapid 
advancements in the field of animal behaviour. As a stusent 
‘of Nobel Laureate Niko Thiberoen, Dawkins herself has 
Dontributed. immensely ir the tial ct anime! oetaveu tor 
decades, 


eel trelevartto write about the cxoss-tostering exoatiments 
thal have boon canisd out from time fo line in birss and 
rmemmals to urraval te mystavias of sexual imprinting 


1h 1976, Immamann cairied out a renga of experiments to 
probe the effects of cross fosterian between two species of 
esterldinae finches. He found trat esteridines were 
paticulaily usetul because they are not cnly easy fo breed in 
‘trail cages but also have & rapid life-cycle. The chicks 


Cross-fostering Experiments with Birds 
S SAIDHAR, No 10, Sir Park B Steet, Seanactaurem, Bangelere 586 020 


Leconte incependent at about five weoks from hateting ane 
‘wil bs ready to bread by thamselyes soon afte: Immelmanr 
hove lo Grose-loster the hicks o° Zocra tine: ay alaonne 
the carents of Bengalese finch torserthe entre broad 9122014 
fine 


FFrsty, he placed a singe zebra finch egg in a clutch of the 
Bengalese finch and allowed the Bengaiese finch parerts to 
Incubate the cltchard rear ne nals orood. Lata Imime mann 
iso. ated cross fostered zona finch males until they were 
scxzally mature. Onee the male zebre finch wes sexually 
mate, ho gavo ita sho'o0 to coleet batwoon a oma sure 
finchanza iomaleBengalose finch. He hadtacricatcda cage 
‘woh three pars separa'ed by tao transpavert partons. & 
entinuo.s perch ran through the three pafitans The male 
zebra finch vas placed in tho middle po-ton. che femals 23510 
finch was placed se rightpcttion ad the ‘ema.eLengelese 
tinch was plzced inthe remaining lett porfon. Ihe results 

Uunequivscal male zetrafinon directed its counsnics iovarcs 
the female Bangalese finch andocmpletelyigneredthe female 
‘tito ons tbe, The areference wea all the more roicenble 
becauoo tha femala zotra inch soeporded al axce with al 
the inal conspeate greeting cals andl parched! 2a alosa *s 
the male zebratfinch as te sanscarent carlin «lowed. The 
female Bengelese finch not anly remained neutral to the 
‘courlship gestures of the male zebra finch butalsy extibites 
avoidance 33 ard when the male epproached her These 
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n 


Gramatc inaigs were paralel to some of Kenard Lorenz's 
crigna’ otsorations, Bur soenticis were rot certain as to 
whether such sexual Imorintirg ue to cross-festering 's 
Iisvursible ur unly 4 Kasiuoraty plana 


Gnos again Immelman et a., conducted experments during 
1990-91 to clear thes doubts. As noticsd trom the 
exporinients oF 1876, saxually inprintac male zebra firchas 
Inlay prefore oun females oft Bungay fase parent 
species. In the subsequent exoeriments in 1990-91 
Unmainarn anal, coofined the eroee fostered inale zobra 
fnches with the females af its own species. Hut she males 
‘exhibited thee reluctance to court the females of zhelr own 
kknd for quite seme time. In the absence of ary choice. the 
male zebra tones eventualy gave in and mated wth their 
conspecific partners, Thus the male was alowed to raise a 
‘couple af aronds togerhes. Then Inmelmarn tock the male 
‘back torssonigina three parts cage and ne resuts wers again 

i prefered 


ia itl stints. al ie use, Jeet obs 
ti court the female Borgaloce finch os vigorously 0s he id in 
tha very fist sian, This expaimenthas shown that saul 


imnvinting is quite tesisiant th charges Rul some other 
experinerts have shen that such easy conclusions are “et 
as simple as one oelieved. tt appears that Ihe axnerience of 
taking partin courtship wih fomcies ol foster parent species, 
‘serves some hav! fo "engrava’ of consolidate the eflacts of 
‘sexual mgeniing which isinilated during tie (owed aeriod of 
cepencence as a nesting, on foster-parerrs. 


Lorenz had shown that sexual imprinting of similar ‘ype 
Certainly pcire i pigeons, gece and ducks Butane should 
remember thet such impritings fall 22 happen in cuckoos, 

oe usu ugly ieee by fester anes nee. 
‘the course o! evolution nest zarasies nave nherenty 
developed ahornats mashaninne or sexual profaronace 
Tremeby tha mala cuskons vhen thay stain acultycad, are 
ableto recaorise and court females oftheir wn apacias and 
seldom mace amorous advances tewarcs the females ofthe 
species that fostered them! 


‘A.word af ceution te al those interested in conducting such 
cexperirents. Most f the bids occurring inind a are protected 
Under Fart Illof Senecule | and Schedule IV of the Willie 
(Protecior) Act 1972 and permission is mandatory under 
Section 12 (b] of the Ae: for co-ducting research on any wld 
animal or bird spaciae in these achecules 


Roterences: 
Inmalmana, K {1973}. Tha evolutionary signticaroe of earty 
‘xpetietce In Funeion ard Fvoution of Uekeveur ed & 
‘Saerenis, ¢. Raeranc Manring, pp 240-2, Onto Gareresa8 


Inmel-ann K, Ave, A. Lassak F& Blchof, Hy (188%) Inluence 
Gl adult ecurtshig experence an ihe develsarrey ef sexual 
Tretarareas in vahea Ene traise dora! Paha 40. 82-80 


Nanning, A & Darking, M.S. (1996), An Inreduction fo Anima! 
Berean HEsen Cambs Unvembspee 


(Reviews by the Eaten 
THE BIRDS OF ASSAM, ANWARLDDIN CHOWDHURY 
Gibbor books! World Wide Functor Naturo inci, North East 
Recloral Office. 240 29. Rs. 2951 


Retherthen attempt a ritcal review ol ths masnitoent book, 
| shall simoly try t0 describe its contents; and my desarigtion 
vill be made up mainly of quotations from the book ‘tse 
{start ky quoting frem tre blurs on teback cover: "tis an up. 
to-date guice-cur-reference with current status reports ofthe 
avilaunet of the area (Assam). The most comarerensive 
pubieation on me birds of tat region, Most ct ihe globally 
‘hteatened, new teztened, regionally ireatenes arc rarer 
spedies, hivluding new species sind ola significant eur 
“The book is, in short. a completa, detaled and accurate 
eccsurt olal bia of Assam, wien means 1 e greatexters, 
ie bias ot bet ee Scare The perthesinte not reeray 
(on identification. but fhe ecology, conservation and habitat 
rntactan At relevant infrmasinn, inl ling laws anet reir 
effectiveness or otharvica. Is up-to-the minita” 

Ihe early general chapters. which deal win the History ct 
‘Omithelacy, end Bird Migration, ere Stik and ecowrdes with 
{agin. or thot ho different habitats aro.eaah given agection 
+ Forest, Grassiand, Rivers and Streams, Marshes, Hills, 
“ouns and Cauntrysida and Birds and Nan. Daseripions of 


habitats ace not merely general, each area is givar a local 
habration and a name - its sie, Iccation, dimate “lora and 
faura, generel character, its nealtn in censervetion terms. 


Lat us take ona axample, say Grasslands, and see how the 
author daale with it. He ctars by deceribing what ho rmaane 
by gassland-ranging fom tal elephant crass tocpen county. 
“Than fella list ofthe major grasaland area wie “coma 
60 spaces use as thal primary habitat, inching the Rengal 
Florcan swarrp pattidge etc” Ther fi zzid behaviour 
are related to their habitat in interesting and insiatstul de%al 
Final, @ ble shovs the 23 main gressiands, ther location 
llong.-at}, size, che diferent grass spccies, and tho'r 
‘conservation stals~ mt A (adequately protavied) ts D(No 
protection) 

Fach “ypact hatin: gate this camplate treatmont Every area 
cor hablat Ie given coded numbers or eymtecls, showing ts 
pluses and minuses. and this fixes lis position on tha 
conservation mas. Dr. Anwaruddin Chovvduy is insistent thet 
itis the habitat on whioh we rust try to concentrate, rather 
than the spocies. Ifthe habitat can be made to recover, the 
Birds wil muliply 

Daszriptions af ind vidal species is cl ded into two sections. 
The fit, called "Species Aerainte" crale with toa mare 
coreen and the cre “threataned’ species. Hers each 
species, its cistrburon, ecology, Its historical slatus, presen 
Population and future prospects are describec at lenath 


a 
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Incorporating much new mateval. OF Bythra Baza for oxernplo, 
"The voice al the nominate subspecies -was recorded far he 
fist time in Dhansiri Rasarved Fnveat = Ita 9 shel whist 
His notes shot the naar-clsanpearanca of tha whits-ningod 
‘eos-ducks is an llustation of his verypractial anproact to 
conservation. Ameng the measures oroposed for saving it, 
hosuggests that "tho ny garampani WLS should be expariced 
ro incuide Narbor Re, the indian Oil Cerporaiicn (Assam Oil 
Disision) at Dighot should declare the forests with tho oll 
veld arse as a Nature Reserve, check action ctjLgle pools 
by pesticides and af), check commercial felling, inckiding 
removal of old and dead trese. 


[A second section called Species Notes deals nith commoner 
birds in a orieter but similar way, Finaly the onecilist. This is 
nor sinpyy a vety o°g Ist of bids, itis 7efariiies which aro 
listedwin a teling descricton of its characteristes folowed 
by the nates ofits menvels, AS an example, ebuoul Be 
Kingfoher famiy: "Word 84 apocica  Insia “2 apecioo: NE. 
india, Aecam, 11 specie. Compact body. larga head and 
massive long, painted bil. Lege short with syrdacty/| fest 
Wings shortand munced Savas qenaraly alien Flight reet 
and rapid. Some spaciss. ovar, Usually solitary, Voice is-a 
sharp call or discordant stream Feed on fish, alsa ‘cas, 
Insects, repties, ete. which sre teken by sivoocing fiom a 
perch Nestin burrows in rverbecs or roles in vees E9gs2- 
7 insubeted by beh sexes." 


‘This recogrizable word picture ofall kinglishers is folowed 
bya codediist of the 11 species foune in Assam, Thesymbels 
‘ellthe reader whether the bid i resicent, breading ornassage 
migrant, whether common or oozasional and ecove all, ts 
‘conservation status. 

ir Amwanudtin Chewy 12 world-slass artist His hits 
re not just dummies in profile, however aonurate. They are 
Feal things in action - cheeky, ively, busy, in their typical 
posture. These captivating drawings Weave in ar aut af He 
‘ext, making each page «treat ‘orthe eyesas wel 2s food for 
the mind. 


Colour plates show the main types cf hastiats: unfortunately, 
the eclour reproduction does not match the production values 
ofthe rest o the book. The author tls us there isno Pressin 
‘Assam which can print in 4 colours. 


Dr Chowdhury hae a doctorate in Primatelogy: When not 
eaupied with omithology, botany. drawing, cartaoranhy, 
photography, writng, or saving the rhno he works for the 
‘Assan Chill Service! 

ER 


WATER BIRDS OF NORTHERN INDIA, J\F.B. ALFRED, 
ARUN KUMAR, PC. TAK, LP. SATI 


Colour illustrations by Manoj Rawat. Published by the 
Zoological Survey of india. Ministry of Environment & Forests. 
Govt. of india, (227 pages. 44 colour plates. Index ef Ennishy 
& Sciontfic Names, Bibliography) Price: Rs. 200 + Paper 
back, Rs. 750/- Hardbound. 


This ia an onrannly oonprehoncia andteraugh book, Healy 
to help al hircwarehars, at aspachlly thoes intarastad in 
Wetarbirds. it is woll produced ana grinted (exesst fora few 
rmisornts). The colour viaies are ex 

trouble has been taken ove 


The frat chapter dosaribos the diforont kinds of wetlands 
Inclusing the € majorla-ae wh ch ware docignated important 
sits at the Ramsar Convention (ran) in 1371. Any piece of 
land covares fy water is a wetland - whether salt water ar 
‘resh watar.arifeia or natural, lowing arstl, agep or shallew, 
with orwihout vegetation, This tock describes the 180 species 
which inhabi: cne or another ‘ype of wetlane as wall as 36 
ther “wetland-denendent’ bras. Every bird is carafuly 
oserbsd, ts habit, nabs, braceing pettom, and distriution 
Win I status noted in ine naw-ccrvarsonal symbas, 


At this time, when mete is @ general concern about cur 
diceppeering wetlands, ie book s very well timed and wl, 
Telus hope, give @ nom impetus no: only to birding bul to 
forms of actuity which will ese-ve and protect water badies. 
The authors of his Seok are anxicusto gat overy xin cf help 
‘fern amateur birders. ‘any of ow reacers €o take part 

Lily in ts watsrbied court There ara several tata sieets 
fol ths at the end of the book, and birders ate assed 10 fil 
‘them in. However, serhage any unuasal data cbeut bee 
umsers would be welcome. The seordinator is: Dr. Arun 
Kumer, Northern Regional Staton, Zoolagical Srvev of 
India, 218 Kaufagath Road PO. IPE. Dehradun. Finaly, at 
Fe. 200/- ths book is excelleni value fo’ any bird 
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A BIRDWATCHERS’ GUIDE TO 
KAZMICACZAK 6. RASSIIGH 


Untord Univarsty Press. 34/ pp. £18.78, HS. 286 Inde 


INDIA, KRYS 


A review of tha first printing offs book was published in the 
Newsittr for Erdvatchersin the Jarurary 1999 ue. Printed 
in England, the price at 18.75 was beyond the reach cfmest 
Incian birders; the present reprir,,preduced in inda, costs 
Ra, 326) and's atardable. Atheugh orighaly eroduced to 
hep the foreign naturalist, most othe intorms:ion ic ikely to 
Dejus.as usetu Torus. Some ofthe intrmananiike aoaresses, 
felephone rurtians, pricsis ancl st cn, haves shrigad sine 
Ue Uoub fist appoareateaily 3 years ayo, The authors have 
‘orrested tio, ao or ao pesslole by adsing 2ame paca af 
Addlendsn st the @"6 

For those who aithor did net read, or have forgoten our fist 
review of Jan¥y, ve would remind tiem that this is an 
‘exraustive guide, which provides oc and whale wateners 
‘wit ail the Information they may nese and aout Ifa the 
best birdng areas, how fo getthere, wat to lok ‘or, how to 
‘cope with taxs, Fotela, food, health nd clething. Fer the 
foraign bircwotoher, thie books vould bo alent ax neoaseney 
a6 pair ef binzeulars. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


VULTURE SIGHTINGS IN THE SHIVALIK REGION OF 
PUNJAB. Dir hi, KHALIO, PIA SETHI IK, MORAPATRA 
and D.D. BHUANGA RAO, Foresty and Biedlversty Greup, 
Tate Energy Recearch nett, HatistPlace, Loa Road, New 
Dalty +1000 


Avrecent visit te Punjab by Tata Energy Research Institte 
researshers loa to a rumba; of vultur sightngs, a posiive 
develepmentin view ofthe curtent tena of daciing vully3 
populations. The maetcignricanteighting wae on 2 Dae 200, 
when a flock oi shat 100 Firssian grffon (Gyps tuws) 
vultures was observed:0 be crcling aver wo butlal> carcasses 
along acy riverbed. Thisflock may also hava induded sen 
\white-tumped vultures {@yps pongalensis) sinca thay are 
reported Fo Punjab. The carcasses were separated by a 
distant of shoul 200 1 fromano.er bualo caroass ac wen 
'50 Eurasian grifon vultures had congregated, None o' hess 
‘witires eppearesits exhibit signs cf hea crooring, resorted 
to be e symplom ot a disease that s Fypothesized.as one ot 
ihe reasons hehind renent miture population docines. This 
sighting secured lust off the Pathanko-Ohar road lecated 
‘km aitay from Chakli. The riverbee tas ecged wih weeds 
such 85 feommea and Lamane speces and dottea vir7 sone 
har (Acacia cafechu) and Bembay species. The sghing 
‘occurrad at 12:08 arc ths vultures wero watoted fer about 
half an hour 


‘Othor sighting ity Davewines, 2000. lnc Uwe a bere 
‘white rumpod vutures (Gype Bengalonsi abot 17 «mn fom 
Dhar near Pathancet In N. Western Punjet, and 1 whte- 
rumped vulture on a Shisham (Dalbersia sissoo\ tree 
Naushera palian (rver erossing) near the Mukryian range © 
Dasuys forest division. Ancther white-rumsed vulture was 
‘observed In ight at the Mukerian river area near Maula in 
Dasuya foreet avison. juvenile scavenger vurure was cleo 
observed in Narangaur Protected carne! ef llonse Fores 
fivision during Gur suv. 


All ece vulture slgntingswere in“+e Shivaliarsa of Funjab 
Accorcingto some offidals ofheforast iopariment with who 
“ixcunsins wera bald, wars poptéstione iv she Shivalcaroa 
fof Punt apnerr io he improving of laa and therahas ean 
an Increase In recent slattings. 


Reterence: 
Grimmer, F.C. lashinn and. Inaklne C8: ri of tha indian 
“Subzcrtinert. Oxord Urwamty Press, Dah 888 Pp 
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PROJECT LIFESCAPE : CROW. 11 Gerieral BALLIT SINGH 
\FRotd,) Houso 219, Sootar 16 A, Chandigam 160.075 


Dr Madhay Gadgi's piel ef crows (Resonance, Fel2001) 
ig tie most comprenensive compllation and it makes 
comipeling "eading, There are patchesin his tex, wrich have 
‘he sensility and (bw of poetry. Ya thereare two etziemente 
1h the text, whic? | find dificult to reconele yall the ground 
realities 0! today. 


tibutonof crows Di: Gakgl eunenus 
‘the Jacksaw Is oov‘ined to Kashmir ers North Punjab’ 
nage 75) ane tha movies eenw enwers “ost of the Indien 
sudcontivent wich the exception cf Xaahmir and No‘air 
Pur’ (gags 76). Itmay be presumptious of mo to state 
that Dr. Gadal’s scurce-meterial on the cistibutian 9° te 
house crow and thefackcanperhans pertans tothe time when 
‘most of what fg Nonh Eastem and Eas:oim Pakeran lodsy 
was pan of Punjao. Sadly tor Punjab, the Fodawing of i 
Dboundarse die not end in 1847 alone: fret Fimazhal, ther 
Haryana and leter IT, Ghancigarh mesa also carved cut ef 
it, Ne wonder therefore that the distribution of these two 
sh2oies of crews mantioned by Dr. Gail in his tex! 
incompsible with the acrrinievative boundaries af the ste:e 
‘ofPurjab existing tod. As of now the clstrcts of Patharkore 
ard Gurdaspur would sensitue Nonh Furjat ara Amitsar 
the NW Punjab. The house crew s ae such emiprasent 
thase thies districts ast is bv Ioa -wat cof Punjab, te year 
founs, Ac “2 Ne jackdaw, is lmpmabecle that Roneurs 
North Punjab ata these devs, 


| had stton to Dr. Gadall in Feb 2001 but having had re 
rescense fonm hin, Ithink itis nenassary t9 share ry views 
ih a letger readership, Hopet.ty, Dr. Gecgl wil suiaby 
his text. evan find the slalsinert on page 74 that the 
‘raurs nave “ala shorte’ then wirg" most dificult to aces 
[Ever since reas th's evide, | can no longer go castany house 
rovrvimout leokhg intently at ts wing lips visu lst 
Invariably tho sail of the Hous oa fe conclisinely lager 
than ke wings. lluctalone ofthe Jeaizaw and sre jungle ero 
lead ta a similar concuision. Perhaps in tie case ef the raven 
the wng ips may usta wee br: beyond the tal 
Dr Gadgi tale of rowe ering end ewearing at pacp 
Pethaps the best charcisristion ofthe erow in Ihe tage 
fot to us by Loslewood Kipling (Ridiyard father) i his bok 
jrrals in inca: te suffering species " published in 1904 


"lonca rested rom tho nesta pairofhill2rowe, ravens al 
but sive, — ho lived with ma for three years, til one after the 
other they were weoed zway fo mate, They were miracles ot 
aughtinass, dalighting in sly dast/uction anc odd lusns of 
imlioe, ever 7eady to peck at a servant’ hurrying heel, ard 
fisreoialy guen ctciment a tie 00g that ated trem. when 
re Ina & bore they caine deinlly stepping together and 
concerted measures egai-sihim, exectlyike the stage vlaire 
of melodrama. manzevvring ard swimishing with keen 
srioynent. On ais part. the dog leamed to watch and rifle 
their hiding-plezes. Their delight in aight objects: was 
romatkable. Tho soon In my early morcing tea, taken in *he 
sgarcen cr verandeh, was of van ‘rere Iierest 19 ther than 
my buttered toast, and they were never treé oftugging at ry 
Water-chain in order to gat out tha watch, a deeply crater 
playing Everything af thie shining tat aa ill rose 
was pronplly kur, diay up again, hurled with elaherats 
precautions. ane forgo:ten alter few days. inthe hotweather 
they vasty en oyedeating ard payingw'th pieces ice, which 
thay hid for future use. Bul og is 4 leesure Heetng ae eiry 
old, and the birds srowes by me tusey acian, susang 
Squit's anintercgative turns of fe heed whieh make tier 
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Nawslattor ter irdwetohars 


“Eich divevting comedians, how deeply thay were puzzled by 
lis cisappaaranos. “Surely, xuraly® orsewould sean loss 
he tuned up a comer af the matting, *I nid a cold churk o! 
shining stuff ere — but whera Is. 2 Naver mind. | will = 
another. So he would hop up fo ve table and take a fresh 
piece fiom the gless fingerbows sel a great delight to the 
gitter-loving birds. To the last the disappeerarcs ct the ice 
was a wonder. But, ks that of some other comedians, their 
conduct was generally low. Tre way In which they alowed 
thunselvus lo be sal fo Led (an od gata in en cull eu} 
thous trae t fly at wil, pacing moaldy as gozdaa god, altar 
aday ofvariagatad crime, was their nly apes iniaeal virtue." 


RRR 
BANDING OF SARUS CRANE, L1 Genera! BALITSINGH 
Reid.) House 219, Sector 16 4, Chancigart 150.015 


‘Though aoceptable itis in the pursuit of sciertitic enquiry 
reverteless the act of shooting and or trapping of rds and 
sanimnals to meet the ends of science is at best an agonising 
Fecessity. {nave no axe 0 grind with Rajesy Chauhan 
id the WII for the banding of sarus chicks in te wild 
{NLBWY Vol, 41, No. 1,Je7., Feb., 2001, Page |1) but was it 
Ssioctifeally uly waranted? Ag a layman | nave seroue 
‘aeervstinns Wil eamanra plasealatme kaw haw tha data 
so usthered inthe instent case will steengihen our ariel or the 
Conservation of he wetlands, the hebtat of he saris? Cent 
vwe already have acequate dalsuase to build our case? 


Unlice mast bir spasias the sarus are known to remain 
‘confined within ¢ limites geographical range, It's aso known 
that sarustake to minimal local micraton and only in times of 
Srought. Boing tne largest ofbirds that keep to apen spaces, 
Ht woud be possible to moritor them, visual'y and ootically 
sans banded legs for ary longth of lime. George Schaller 
Wworknginikanna inthe ous nadccmeto reccanise eacn ger 
through variations in stipasan the foresoad of each ania 
Laurie Baker didmuch the came with tke Rhino In ths Chitwan 
Park inMepal. Taar we havothe oxampiofrom Jano Goodall, 
Dian Fossey and co.. relying exclusvely on asic human 
faculties in stidying their animas inthe wild against ell dds 
for cays, rights, ment”s anc years. Mightnot we de tne same 
with our sarus? Once the bon® in the wing or leg breakin the 
struggle for 'capture”, we may technically set the bone but 
uill the chick survie the recuperatan? 


IE we wanttoinitate newcomers tothe art of bird bancing, let 
tom join tho annual bd banding camps of the BNHS where 
from years Gi excerience the wel-being ofthe birdis alnays 
{ven cresedonce over our scieniic quest, 

‘Allthis asi, wwhare wes the need forthe rapturous description 
of the art of closing with a family of sarus, giving chase, 
Separaling the parents ftom the'r progeny, keeping up the 
chase, king the infantbird tate pointof iota exhauston and 
ultimately wo human hands grasping andifing (“capturing”) 
the hapless chick? 

I saw the terorin the eyes of the chics, eye bals cilatod the 
‘orange of the iis accentuated, pleacing and popping trom 


‘the sockets. [heard the loug, palpable thadaing 9! nis le 
hoor eoloud thatoven tho doof would etand ue. fol tha utor 
panic anc despair of the carents forced to be spectators to 
this Uitimata in ematinal and shysiea ranma Abowv= ale 
Ccenturise-cd bond of rust between Sarue and Man has been 
destroyed in one rash move, 


do notadjectto you pursuitet science 
btn the aot at ue natiniruds inte tio 20% of nner senstivitos 
of bites, arimais anc fellow humans. Yes, | admit ta! there 
wll shuaye ha hanner pnomgranhs af snitiars ater the Tiger 
Hil exuling in vieloy but lel us never allow transmission in 
any fom, fi brutal magery of the thrusting ofthe bayonet 
Into Iving flesh. We have to uncerstard that ditference end 
rot tensgress the invis ble line 


Allotusare aware ofthe dmersio~s of he prevailing trade in 
birds and tha Ingenuity of the trapner-poacna: To my 
knowiedae, the Sarus was sale from tis menace. But now 
‘shee the locals (villagers) ware enrolied to parisipate in the 
fact of “capture” of the chicks we may reve unwitingly 
accelerated the demise ot the Savus, Would Rajeev Chauran 
and fis colleagues please de everything thet Is possible to 
‘wpe out tne "ingerprnis’ of the act ct eapturing the sas 
chicks wet tney ate catered by vie vilager, turned taper, 
lured pusclior unl unilmely saiaiier sire ore bled 
waders" inventory. tie rot my intention o ster a contreverzy 
and a alanging debate (a Lok Sabha) but | appeal for an 
immediate damage-contsl srategy and acfon er ground. 
{know for 2 feet that ecnus make oherished pats: ovabie, 
rmercully not ¢0 loving but dign'ed and = commanding 
presence in a large compound of ary home. But hex sine for 
the wilderness all the while erd seldom survive long. 


eee 
DANGERS OF KITE FLYING AND KITES. ANISH P. 
ANDHERIA, Sagar Bullding, ¥-P. Road, Andner! Wesi, 
Murs! 400088 


Every year curing the kte-fying season, countess razor-sharp 
‘Stings re strewn avertees,streetlamps, telavsion axtenze, 
fovernaad elentrcialephane lines, eta, Ohlivions of the 
apparent danger, many binds lrequarit nese perches, only to 
get tanglee In nese man-made rooses. 


‘hil the dlumal birds, dus te the availability of natural ght, 
have a beter chance of evading these treps. their nocturia 
counterpart viz. bats and owls are highly prone to 
fentanglamant, often resulting in a broken wing or teat 


Each year. around the sare tine, there is a Sunificantrise in 
the Fecziency of phone calls fram varcus parts ct Mumaai 
‘ty for resoustrchabilitation of Lady inured bts anc ows 
(One such owlwas brush! to me with 2 broken le shoulder 
‘long with nosrosis dus te a dosp wound that was irficiod 
curing tho frantc atiompts of the bird to ‘tee itself from the 
siting. Eventually, 12 painful davs and many medical 
‘consultations later, eutranasia was prectisedin order to end 
its agony 


ewsiotar for Brcwatcness 


as 


n today, [have practised “o.thanesiat on tu alin 
“yuu gon heron (euffaing rom “Renikht?) ariéa young 
crow cheasant(sufsring rum a conganital bene disorder 1 
Iwas working on thom ter over 10 paleful says! Finely, 
esterday. my vet informed me hathey wo. nevar make it 
fe he wid, | thus desi lo relave trem of the paln. With 
very raining sey, Ifoel that we urgently need batter merical 
‘aciities for anivrals. Hove sorvetine in the future, can start 
6 rehatiitston cents fer wid animits 


sete ae 


SIGHTING OF RUFOUSTAILED FLYCATCHER 
MUSCICAPA RUFICAUDA !N AND AROUND HYDERABAD, 
ANDHRA PRADESH. AASHEESH PITTIE ond RAJEEV 
MATHEW, 5-2-£45 "Pram Paraval RaadNe, 7, Banjara His, 
Hyaeratre:! 003 


a ve 


While wetehing a farting pry In my (AF) garden in 
Hyderoad, ort 242> Cetober 1967 - comprising 4 verciter 
Ayeatcher Eumylas malsssne 1 brow wcastoz theatcter 
Muscirapa mth, | radbroaaced tycatct or Ficedula parva, 1 
Tiokells bus teacher Oycmis tiekelse, purcle Nectarins 
asiatva and purpleturmped A, Zevlonics suntiuds, Zdullgraen 
leat wartlors Phytases trochioices and 7 Biyth’s reed 
wartler Acrosephalus dimetorum - | spetted a tird of it 
"brown featena’ varity, but sparing a vufous tall It was 
feed ny within lie midale and uncer canopy of danse foliage 
woos like mango and neem. Not once dis | see il sally 1 
pursullofzisy for di low uf ulnce, as isthe von af earns of 
ity tibe, I had pretty geod eightings of this bird, 2s i wes 
quite confiding and | could get into alt =ye level postion 
wen The plumage wag hrawn above, arly white below 
wih a rufous rump acd all. The tall wes notched. Ie had » 
prominent black eye with thin white ayn ring. The ies way 
blackish Oren when wes sisurbid by 1y presence seing 
ius. 19. eway from me). it licked cren-and-shut iis w ngs, 
fabove ite oat, uttering a muted “chum tchut”. Itwss a 
Fulousteiled fyeaicher Muscicapa nufeauca 


‘This samme bied was aso seen fay HM. an 12 October 1997 
find again en tha 1, in anotier part of te city, whors 
parched some tees 2n 2 small sunrrrrin pale 9 lar 
fora consiclarabie irs (1 Hout) 


(On 1eth October 1897, members ui thy BirdMatcho's' Soviet 
of Andina Yradech vishaa Aranigir, Rangareddl District, 
Andhra Pracash (approx :20km from Hydoraba. whore they 
had g fleeting glimpse of a “brows fiycatoher type af sire, 
Inalering ihe d2eerpson otha raoustaledfyearaher. Theugh 
't could ret be ientfied positively on the spot, fs Fans tal 
geen wien it emergad momentary trem dense (olays 
Sno an rapnsad pena. I) rawospect, we think twas th’s 
same bird, Another Muscicapa sp. fycatcver ity 4 utaus 
fal was sean by ©, Tom Hash al ICRISAT Campus, 
Palartheru, Medak Disv‘ct, Ardhra Pradaeh (gporox. 95 km 
{tom llycarabad).on 12 Ooicber 1997 


Lane sightings are signficant as there ere nly 2 provicusly 
Sosumerted -acerda of tha Eire from Arvihex Praia davon 


(1882) ‘obtaincdl one specimen at Nallove in the Camatic 7 
March’, Price (1880) mertens fa sings pacenge rennet of 
hind reopen an eh Ag 
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Pree, 1. (1980: The sesscnalty end occurance of rcs 7 the 
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CAOW-PHEASANT NESTLING EATEN BY AAT SNAKE. 
S.SIVAKUMAR sno SSARAVANAN, Rescarch Foliovs, 
NHS, Hombil House, umbat-s00029 


(07 the evening of 4th August 2061, wo wont for waite 
phategisphy te Keoladao Naticnal Park, Bharatpur. Weare 
busy taking phetograahs ofa hugs hmowing Feronry se thes 
Ghane err Susigenly, Seravanan peinted 20 a crow= 
phaesant (Cenirocus shversi) palsed aaaressively wih is 
‘wings spree. The hire was 2: 104180 7 from us. on tre road, 
‘Wie wort claser and saw a huge Fat Shake Piss rrucosus 
swallowing 5 nestling of tne Crow 2hoasant. 
soe smal, wyas open; afew feathe's [uven 
(growing in is caucel ane melar region. The other parert 
‘Standing rear he bushes was als iyi lose the nesting 
‘torn tisenal, Whon the birds appoached close to the sna, 
itraisedite tallto threaten them andithey retreats. 


| approached within 10 m ofthe snake and the snake moved 
away avarlenvingthe prey. Chiekwes amestcoad vit bland 
62 Fg from ite neuth ard eyes, kul respiration indicated that 
it as will sive, Wo kop: enough distance from the scene to 
avoid disturbance ta the predator Alter ® nome, bv enake 
‘came aut and dragged tre pray nto the bush.” twas an 
rtsresting sight eid linlly the stake put the aarente cffors. 
tenant 


Srow-pheasarts prefarbushes avd themny tron cranches i 
esting (i and Ripley 1987). Gul twa tis eggs and young 
nes were easily approacnatle by snakos, Natavelan (1927) 
has rordial eon plioasarts chasing jungle orow house crow 
brahmi ke and even the Commor Monicagse (erazics 
erwarcsi) when Wey eune your Iw Hesiny site, Our 
Dtearvaticnindicatasthat the Na: Gneke's ease restrredaior 
fhe ied 
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References: 
AGS tind $2. Ripley 1847 Garpact Hanshock othe Dies of 
India and Pacisan Oslord Universy Fess, Nav Del 
Dorie JC. 1922. The Book of ruin Repl, Peanbey Natu 
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nY ISA7 RreeregRin-gyrte Souner Crowe Phasear 
(Car ropua sa spurl sleserian (Aves =Cuc lee) at Pict 
Climate, Tern Ne, Somaay ret, His, Sas, 4 5854, 


INSPIRATION OF BIRDS:WORLD BIRDWATCH 2001, 


ANLWAVAN SHANA, NSS Tiga, Iv fantet uh, Malta 
722101, West Bengs\ 

To catch up with the world’s mega bidsatshing event 
unsinaad y "Birdwaiching and Envlranmenicl Awnerornn 


Rampton 7h Siirhet 20097 a Airs (reserve Parest atta 
Slentet I) Was! Bes, Tis wvunt wats ursoned by the 
Rotary Ciun of Males (7) Pst - 280) ane Dinecterete ot 
Field Publicity (Ministry of Intonnstion & sroadcesting), 
Government of India, Malde Unk. The forest deparentt 
Maids slso cocpetatec auring Fm piog) =i) White leurs 
‘Wille Wasi 


The vent wae vary succesful and | wae catiefod hy ho 
Pmsenre ef nn thet ily parsons tom avery walk st ts 
which ineluciad ehicisn alow ton yoare te fed pant 
abovethe age of slay va, stisients jaumaliss, ens 
‘senoel teachers, newapape auilors, yoverriners ofierl: 
doctors. local vitage children, even our bus drives, sonclsctor 
and food aterei, All vl lei sa bids fk fis iryugh 
binacular Gn the eeasainn aonican nid walenng Cera 
‘vie publshied by the Rotary Clb of Maids, which vaeonriten 
bby ne. Probably f-woa tha few hie warehing guiee ba i 
Denna. Atthe ed of tha wm tsonlifenies wee delibled 
arrong allthe parseipants by the Directorateof Field Publicity 
(Winisry o intermation & Bieadzastg), @ovuitmaiu lila 
‘undevsigndad Ly une Aa in] jes waa Shee ot he 


RR 
HOUSE traveain HINGIS. La FILL, 37, Lanmect Risch 
‘Nil Wefan, Morfl: NF 23, 201 
In No.8, Mayne issue of Nav/sletiey. | erjoyne Zoi Whitahore 
NNightjir lottor! Alea birca in the Andamara extracts from 
BR Gunaersn, 
Myannus! House Marin projects now vinisly aver, x rst 
of the birds have gore. Ihave Scuyit abuul 240 uf wilds 
its 30 ve en rap, gna (hy me In previnvayent 
Glam year Fmumn i 1989 ane 4m 1398, 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


HANDBOOK ON CITY TREES 
‘AND 
URBAN PLANTING (URBAN FORESTRY) 


= 3.6. Noginhll FS (Petal) 


Highlighte of the book 
4 Usoful or res-lovere birdwatchers, aan wataynn 
erborculursts, foresters, nericutunets, yas, 
ily sou muni) coin itenions, laneiseapers, 
Srchiect id vslale develepere. 
100 lus city Paes Ant Alf) amioess deserses 
weh TUU plus solvur yrlures uf bass contaling 
unr ran pages 
Information an choesing rohit ees for rightplace 
vis. highwayo, broad reads, nerraw reas, horas 
gaidere,éacied plus, iuslonsc, samamteatices 
at 
Nioia 6 (eens n controlling and minal yg 
polluions detaled 
Nusey byciniyuue: viva for easing seedings 


Tree-Suigery and inse- maintenance Infuiitsian 
provided 


q 


The book willbe relaasee by January 2002. 


For your cuny plogaa antec 
5.6. Neginfal, IFS Reid.) 

#6451 Sth Main, ing Cross, Bas avedtivarsnays 
od Sige, At Rlnok, Fengalove S60 0/2 
Phono: 22 3481 

tesinail sgnagyl al wlio ine 


For 2002 


‘While wishing all our readers a-very happy and successjal Neco Sear, let vs resolve that bany 
burke of the same feutics, we wilt aliens lock topedier. 


Flt 


Euiuy. ZAFAR FUTEMALLY, Ny 2205, Cake fggrineTe 
Bkiseanchs Layout, Koramaigela, 2rd Black ath i 
x ignne “900 09, Rantala lina. 

8: 5502684, Emale zatarethnet 

rind Pitney by taney 
Erraprees, Sesheiyuram, Burure- 
Gee MEAN! LmsiensuaRtatIRseinet 


Fo Ponte Creston rae 


Tomar Gloaay atmring (Apis samayenne) A emits, 
Aras ae as 
lives me ruey aroqaiaun eceel aroupa ard trequarts cosone 
inure nel geanrtentmtion ensingayeth scatterers 
Genin araanten, eats Sans nN Eason hie Fos 
‘oy wee dl beri and fe parity fond of ig of Fou 
nnprmnocaretiuenaar st Saimaliaan Enymen Cale 
singe snap rial role 


Plait. 3 Sri, 882 


